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Course Description
Comprehensive Professional Learning for Recertification Plan

1.  PROGRAM

Agriculture in the Classroom
June 2-4, 2009
Abraham Baldwin Agricultural College, Tifton, GA
June 9-11, 2009
Effingham County, GA

June 16-18, 2009
Whitfield County, GA

July 7-9, 2009

Decatur County, GA

July 14-16, 2009
Stephens County, GA

Lead instructor/coordinator:  Donna Rocker
2 PLU



20 Contact Hours
The purpose of this course is to introduce interdisciplinary programs for elementary and middle school grade levels which will enhance teaching in social studies, science, mathematics, and language arts.  Thematic units center around agriculture (particularly focusing on Georgia).


2.  GOALS ADDRESSED

a) Improve student achievement by providing agriculturally related instructional lessons as an effective teaching tool.
b) Improve student achievement through motivational and hands-on materials that encourage effective interactions among students.
c) Improve student achievement by providing information and resources for students about the food and fiber system, its importance to the U.S. economy and its application to science, math, social studies, and language arts for all levels and backgrounds of students.

3.  IMPROVEMENT PRACTICES

Very often our teaching materials are based on and geared toward middle level socio-economic groups, with which some children have difficulty identifying.  Using agriculture (our basic needs of food, clothing and shelter) brings all children to a level playing field.    This PLU course provides participants with a wide range of workshop opportunities to learn how to use agriculture to teach math, science, language arts and social studies.  Hands-on science activities and materials from the Georgia Council on Economic Education will be a significant part of the course.  Participants will learn creative ways to improve student achievement.  Participants will be connected to a wide range of quality resources and networks for expanding their instructional base while meeting state standards.
4.  COMPETENCIES

Participants will be able to:
a) Teach students about the food and fiber system while teaching math, social studies, and language arts.

b) Design and implement instructional lessons that are real-world applicable to all levels of students while meeting state standards.

c) Improve their own teaching strategies and effectiveness.

d) Develop a network of resources to continue to improve student success and achievement.

5.  PERFORMANCE INDICATORS
As a result of this course, participants will demonstrate their ability to:

a) Display an understanding of the curriculum, materials, activities, programs, and resources relating to understanding the importance of agriculture in Georgia’s economy and the role science plays in our food and fiber system.

b) Use a new strategy for teaching that encourages involvement and success of all students in their classroom.

c) Design instructional lessons that provide students with clearly defined objective and lesson focus that help meet state standards, and that provide appropriate and adequate student practice activities.
d) Develop instructional lessons that promote students’ personal/interpersonal relationships and development through the interactive and real-world application of activities.

e) Use a strategy of teaching that connects students to community resources.

6.  PREPARATION PHASE

Lead instructor:
Donna Rocker


Title:


State Coordinator, Georgia Agriculture in the Classroom




Program Specialist, Field Services Department, Georgia Farm





Bureau Federation


Education:

A.A., Sociology, Abraham Baldwin Agricultural College





B.A., Psychology, Georgia College & State University (cum laude)





Currently working on Masters in Adult Education at The 





University of Georgia


Experience:

18 years as instructor of Agriculture in the Classroom for in-





service, pre-service, and PLU courses throughout the state;





workshop presenter at numerous national Agriculture in the 





Classroom Conferences; 11 years adult educator of volunteers





to conduct activities in local classrooms.


Additional Instructor:  Gwen Hutcheson, retired Social Studies Coordinator, Georgia





Department of Education, currently Education Consultant with





the Georgia Council on Economic Education
a) Instructional time for this course will be a minimum of 20 clock hours (1 PLU) excluding time allocated for meals and breaks.  These hours of course instruction are carried across the three days of the course.
b) Strategies for the course will include lecture, media presentations, and small group activities and presentations.
7.  COURSE ASSESSMENT
Mastery Verification

Mastery verification has been selected in lieu of on-the-job assessment because of the course is being offered statewide and will include educators from several counties and because the lead instructor is best qualified to assess and evaluate each participant’s level of achievement in relation to the stated goals of the program.  Competencies and performance indicators for this course will be assessed through classroom presentations at the conclusion of the course.  The lead instructor will evaluate each and provide feedback for growth and improvement.
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